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CONSERVATION BOARD MINUTES 

Tuesday, October 05, 2021, 7:30 PM 

James Almstead, presiding 
Debbie Drawe, Town Board Liaison 

______________________________ 
 

I. Call to Order 
a. Members Present: Jim Almstead, Rosanne Cohen, Daniel Moore, Burt Gorton, Noel Schlageter, 

Jeff Bartocci  

b. Members Absent: Debbie Drawe - Town Board Liaison, Paul Sugnet, Pat Schichler, Aileen Reis-
Trails Committee Liaison, Ed Lindskoog-Trails Committee Liaison 

c. Staff Present:  Doug Sangster - Town Planner, Catherine DuBreck - Junior Planner 

II. Approval of Minutes 
a. The Board approved the minutes for the September 14, 2021 meeting with minor revisions. 

III. Communications 
a. Catherine shared with the Board a reminder on the upcoming conference opportunity through the 

New York State Association of Conservation Commissions and information on joining the 
Association as a member. 

b. The Board motioned to use budgeted conference money to obtain NYSACC membership 
($75/year).   

IV. Public Participation 

V. Board Discussion 
a. Board Reports: The Arbors at Penfield Mixed Use Development 

i. Burt and Paul walked the site and considered both Phase 1 and the full build out in their 
report.  Burt shared observations of the existing land: relatively flat farmland with no 
EPODs of note, no large trees of preservation concern, and mostly open meadows.   

ii. Burt stated both he and Paul believe the proposed development to be consistent with the 
goal of the Mixed Use District along that stretch of Route 250.  Burt also brought 
attention to aspects of the proposed plan which intend to, among other things, increase the 
acreage of meadowland by 4.7 acres, provide sanitary sewers, and increase the surface 
water features to 5.17 acres through practices like creating multiple stormwater 
management facilities. 

iii. Burt highlighted one area of potential concern for Planning Board consideration related to 
the old apple orchards in the area and pesticides within the proposed area of development.  
Overall, both Burt and Paul believe the Developer provided a detailed application and that 
there are no conservation issues with moving this project forward in the process. 

b. Trails Discussion 
i. Doug shared ideas on behalf of the Trails Committee, including adding various trail 

segments to fully connect Spring Lake Park in Perinton to Lucien Morin Park in Penfield 
by way of Channing Philbrook, Panorama Valley, and Ellison Parks. 

ii. Jim replied that while we do try to encourage developers to include these items in new 
projects, we would need to find room in the budget for these trails over developments that 
are completed. 

c. Other Town Projects 

i. Doug elaborated on a potential development at 1345 Shoecraft Road but no formal project 
application has been submitted at this time. 
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ii. Catherine informed the Board that Simply Crepes' progress has stalled due to owner 
disagreements. 

iii. Catherine shared information on a handful of administrative items and Planning Board 
action items including five lots becoming four on 3090 Atlantic Avenue, single family 
home construction on an existing lot at 2409 Penfield Road, Empire Storage looking to 
shift a building location on property, and a re-subdivision of the Sweets-Wingate 
subdivision which will involve taking acreage from one lot and adding it to the other lot. 

iv. There was a small discussion on the tree clearing that occurred at 2305 Penfield Road but 
no formal project application has been submitted at this time. 

d. EMC Updates 

e. New Business 
i. The Board approved the draft 2022 meeting schedule and meeting time. 

VI. Next Meeting: November 09, 2021 
VII. Adjournment 

a. The Meeting was adjourned at 8:03 PM 



Town of Penfield 
Conservation Board Report 

To: Planning Board 
Project: Mixed Use Development, “The Arbors at Penfield” located at 

Fairport Nine Mile Point Road and Atlantic Avenue intersection 
Date: October 5, 2021 
Reviewers: Burt Gorton and Paul Sugnet 
Date of Site Visit: September 29, 2021 

Supporting Documents (all received 9/3/21) 

• Letter of Intent and Preliminary and Final Site Plan Application Form 
• Exhibit A: Our Community’s Compliance with the Ten Principles of Mixed Use 

Development 
• Full Environmental Assessment Form 
• Factors of Consideration Form for mixed use 
• Costich Engineering Response to Planning Board Members letter 
• Supplement Letter to Penfield Planning Board addressing Sketch Plan Comments 
• Agricultural Data Statement 
• Architectural Renderings of proposed structures 
• Subdivision Map 
• Site Development Plans 

Observations 
Document Review: 

• Total acreage is 98.7 with 56.7 to be disturbed 
• There will be 46.73 acres of impervious surface with the proposed plan developed to 

minimize the impervious surface, utilize pervious materials, and if applicable re-use 
stormwater 

• Forested area is 8.85 acres, to be reduced by 0.28 acres 
• Meadows are 38.7 acres, to be increased by 4.7 acres (seeding plan included) 
• Agricultural is 50.8 acres, to be reduced to zero acres 
• Surface water features are zero acres, to be increased by 5.17 acres 
• Sanitary sewers to be provided 
• Federal wetlands not to be disturbed 
• Detailed landscaping Plan is provided (very extensive) 
• SWPPP meeting NYSDEC standards is included 

 
Site Walk: 
The development is projected to be in a series of phases.  The whole site is essentially 
meadow and farmed land.  The only trees of any note are on the northwest corner of the 
parcel on the west side of Route 250 and will be minimally disrupted.  There are no other 
features of particular note on the parcels (west and east sides of Route 250).  The parcel on 
the west side of Route 250 does contain the remnants of an apple orchard.  The reviewers do 
note that past pesticide practices at old orchards sometimes require additional investigation 
for potential ground/groundwater contamination. 
 



Concerns/Comments/Recommendations 
The reviewers feel that the Planning Board is in the best position to determine if any further 
evaluation is warranted related to management practices of the old orchard. 

Summary    
The reviewers do not see any issues with this project moving forward.  The Developer has 
provided very extensive plans for dealing with conservation issues and seems to have 
everything covered. 
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